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ABSTRACT

Female sex workers are the most vulnerable populagioup to and they have been prioritised in Higvention
programs throughout the world. In India, too, FSWs/e been recognized as one of the three corerisiglgroups
population that are worst affected by the HIV epiitein India (NACO, 2006). Female sex workers dfteromobile and
migrate to other places, in search of clients,dbrgl of stigma and discrimination. Mobility amofemale sex workers
also restricts them to access key health and seeialices. The present paper, discusses mobilitgngniemale sex
workers and its role in utilization of key socialdahealth services. The data has been collecteshdnaround Tirupati
urban area. A total of 20 in-depth interviews am# docus group discussion have been conducted ibg gsialitative
guidelines. Out of twenty in-depth interviews, &tk from female sex workers and key informants Heaen conducted
with the help of in-depth interview guideline. Thealitative data has been analyzed by using Atlasftware package.
The results show that, migration among female seskers is influenced by low socio economic staMajority of them
opined that violence among female sex workersas@minant when they were in migration. Lack of supgystem, poor
knowledge about the service facilities, fear ofiity disclosure are major factors to restrict th@naccessing the service
facilities. Health problems, violence by differgrpetrators, availability of condoms are their iaaiiate concerns to be
addressed during the destination places. Addressaignce and enhancing knowledge about social readth services

should also be included in HIV prevention programs.
KEYWORDS: Female Sex Workers, Andhra Pradesh, Mobility, &thale
INTRODUCTION

Female sex workers (FSWSs) are recognized as the mdeerable population group to HIV infection
(World Health Organization (WHQO) 2005). Female S@arkers have been recognized as one of the thneehigh-risk
groups population that are worst affected by the Epidemic in India (NACO, 2006). Empirical evidensuggests that
they are at a greater risk of experiencing violemomtracting sexually transmitted diseases (STDBs)uding HIV and
stigmatisation (Beattie et al. 2010; Popoola 20F&male sex workers are surrounded by gatekeepech; as pimps,
brothel owners, goons and law enforcement autlksritvith strong control over the lives of FSWs amd aften
perpetrators of violence against them. FSWs expeeieiolence not only in the sex work from gatelers@nd clients, but
also from their intimate partners and husbands,erotiamily members, and even fellow sex workers
(India HIV/AIDSalliance, 2014). Few studies in ladieports that about 10%-50% of FSWs experiencgdiqdl vioelnce.
(Beattie et al. 2010; Deering et al. 2011; Geo8&gharwal and Martin 2011; Ramesh et al. 2012).rgqyartners, police,
brokers, madams and non-paying partners are faubd main perpetrators of violence (Beattie e2@lL0). Mobility and
violence are widely recognised as an important fékor contributing to the spread of HIV and sdiu&ransmitted
infections (Verma, RK, etal, 2010). Studies alsoinfed out that, mobile FSWs, particularly in India
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(Swain SN. et.al, 2011), one third of them repoxtiedence and FSWs exposed to violence were mkedylto be infected
with HIV and sexually transmitted infections (Sark& et.al, 2008). Keeping the importance of theugssthe paper

attempts to understand the migration/mobility oh&e sex workers and utilization of services dutimg mobility period.
OBJECTIVE: To understand violence incidents faced by femadeveorkers during their mobility.
METHODS

The study has been conducted in Tirupati area afhfan Pradesh state. Tirupati is one of the majlgripiage
and cultural city in Chittoor district of Andhra &tesh with well transportation connectivity to edtin Andhra Pradesh
and other states and attracts large mobile popula€hittoor is one of the high priority distrigts Andhra Pradesh, for

HIV prevention programs being implemented by NA®@@ijch has all three types of core high risk popafat

The data for the present paper has been used frengualitative data collected for pursuing doctategree
course. The data collection for the study has likmTe in both quantitative and qualitative phasd® present paper is
based on the qualitative data collected during IAfriJune 2014. The qualitative collection was extid from the
purposively selected respondents. However, helm faa NGO providing HIV prevention services to feenaéx workers
has been sought. The recruitment happened witheaheof the program staff of the NGO. The quakatphase data has
been collected from female sex workers and keyeshatders. The qualitative data has been collefcted a sample of 25
respondents, of which 15 female sex workers andtéke holders and one focus group discussion witbntale sex
workers. Data has been collected for in-depth Wgers, using in-depth interview guideline from fdemaex workers (15)
selected from a range of age, mobility backgroundsk settings and exposure levels. Among these famale sex
workers were selected after completing the strectumterview, as identified during the processntéiiview, to get better
insights as per the study objectives. The prograff working in NGO and providing services for felmaex workers (5),
two women mediators, and 3 Pan shop keepers werwiewed as stakeholders who are well aware aheutynamics of
female sex workers mobility. One focus group disews with female sex workers (9), who are mainlyoiwing with
NGO program activities, was conducted. The qual#aguidelines, focused on issues of migration guatt sexual
behavior, experience of violence, and their peioaptof the health and service utilization withindeoutside district. The
qualitative data was collected in mother tonguehef respondents, Telugu language, further it has benslated to
English language for analysis.

Qualitative Data Analysis

The qualitative data has been translated into Endéinguage. The in-depth interviews with femabe werkers,

key stake holders and a focus group discussion he&e assigned into Atlas-ti package for analysis.
Codes

After completing electronic documenting of the i@pth interviews, the codes have been developedarfalyzing
the qualitative data. The codes were developeddafithed for understanding the extent of the releeam the text.

Each code is defined and over all 45 codes wasojes@ for the study.
Quotations

After assigning the codes with relevance to thé ¢égd qualitative in the interviews, the listinfquotations was
carried out. The listed quotations helped in untdeding the key issues. The qualitative findingsehaeen used to

substantiate the quantitative findings in differeh&apters of the thesis.
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RESULTS

Socio Economic Background Characteristics

Among the female sex workers during the pre-suyaslitative assessment, respondents were betwetm 2D
years old and four of them were from urban areasrgv/as others from rural areas. More than halheft have observed
of doing nothing other than sex work as professimid only few of them are currently married. Resmuotsl were
observed to practice the sex work ranged from 6th®to 17 years. Similarly, among them who wereriiewed post
survey were observed of aged 19 years to 33 y€hes: have been practicing sex work 2 years to E3sye hree of them
are from rural and two are from urban areas. Twthefn found to be unmarried, two are widowed arel spondent is

married. Majority of them have observed to practier work in other places.

Among the key stakeholders who were interviewerkdlof them are pan shop keepers, two are mediatthe
sex work profession, and two out-reach workers, amanselor and one doctor who are associated withl NGO and

providing services to the female six workers inshely area.

Nine female sex workers of different age were paguéited in the focus group discussion. Majorityttedm are
having no other occupation except sex work and &uhem were from rural areas and five of themmfrorban areas.
Five of them are married and four of them are sapdr All the participants were observed to havairsd primary

education. All of them have ever been migratedtheioplaces for sex work.
Mobility among Female Sex Worker

Almost all of the female sex workers participatedhis study reported that they move to one placanbther in
search of clients. Majority of the respondents fbto have moved two or more than two places inptagt one month
according to the demand of clients. Among the radpats majority of them reported that they havedadolence either
sexually or physically when they go outside for s@xk. Respondents move to other places for sek 'wom their native
place mostly to avoid the disclosure to the loedbpgle about their profession. They have also redoof having more
volume of clients if they go to urban areas.

Data clarifies the reason for the mobility of themfale sex workers for their work. To narrate a oesient,
“I usually go out of this place for sex work becaiweny of my people may identify me while doingithitis area. It is

dangerous to me and my family.”

Earning more money and engaging for more dayshaecited reasons for going out for sex work prafess
To quote a respondeht,get more money if | go outside district or sawith client. They book for two days or three days
or sometimes for one week. They like to take useajay anywhere in tourist place. They also scdrtheir families and
take us to farther places to enjoy with us.”

Unavailability of clients in their local areas muhd to be one of the reasons for mobility of fearedx workers to
other places. To state one respond&ie don’t get clients in our area and we have toa@dgside district where we get

more number of clients. | go to Chennai, Nellorgshte for clients”.

To quote another respondefitusually go out only for sex work. | go and stimere for one week or ten days and

come back home. | go to madanapally, Guntakal anb&ga most frequently. | also visit Tiruttani setimes.”
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Experience of Violence

All most all of the respondents have reported oifrfg any kind of violence. They informed that tHfage verbal,
physical and sexual violence when they go out withnts or in search of clients. Few incidents sbdvelearly the

evidence for their statements of violence.

It is evident that sex workers are not concernetth Wie places where they are going and they onhg@m for
grabbing the opportunity to attract a client. Taistude leads them towards prone to the violeficestate a respondent
“l go wherever the client takes me for sex. Théye tae to their rooms or lodges or any isolated @sad hey force to have

sex in different styles. They beat me if | dontparate”.

Lack information on their mobility is also one tetreasons which make the mobile sex worker maireevable
to violence at outside districts or states. To Bibsca NGO worker:they face variety of violence daily, violence frohe
partners, brokers, Goons and other senior sex warke that area. We help them if there in local aseut they don't

even inform where they go with clients. They famh ¥iolence mostly when they are outside thiseplac
Perpetrators of Violence

Mobile female sex workers reported of facing viglerby clients are widely reported when they aresidat
places. They will be beaten by clients for diffareaasons like not cooperating the clients for Wesexual acts,
and condom usage practices. Clients beat and aledsally female sex workers when they go out whignh as they know
that they are helpless and are alone. It is eviftent the data and to narrate one respondémtent to Nellore and met a
client. He took me to one lodge and asked me tp kéepenis in my mouth and | refused it. He sthidbusing m.
Why you came here if you don’t want to do sex? ktinking rich to give you for free. You shouldigfgtme. You cannot

simply escape taking money from me. He abusediltlith language and did forcefully by dragging merhy hair”.

It is clearly evident from the data that mobile Bdensex workers are more prone to violence whewy #re
outside and clients are aware that they are nal.ldo state one respondef@lients also beat us if they know that we are
non-local. They try to escape without paying affeing sex. | experienced many such cases. Theyfalse us for

different types of sexual acts and kick us if wetdagree.”

Data clarifies the violence increase with the distaplaces and the lonely travel with clients & distant places.
Another woman describe¥,went to Goa with a client and did not tell argdly and not even to my close friend where is |
am going. Client took me saying he will be alond pay good amount of money but five of his friecadae to have sex
with me in the guest house in Goa. | was beatethémy brutally for raising voice about the cheatifitney did not even
pay me. They all had sex in different angles artiout condoms and also forced me drunk. They aboeedith filthy
language and treated me very badly. They left raeetiiself without paying even for travel expensdsd to stay three

more days and find clients to earn the money tarnehome. | was very much scared that time.”

Violence by local goons was also reported conshdgiay mobile female sex workers. They were eitheaten or
threaten by local goons when they are outside tbeal areas. It is clearly evident from the stuldat, lack of support
from local female sex workers also makes the mdb8&/s more vulnerable. To narrate a respondénicdl Goon beat
me as | have not given him the money in my earrtitegdemands for more money and snatched all of myem
He threatened me killing if | don’t give him demaddnoney. Nobody helped me and the local sex woegkgoyed it as

they feel | am the competitor to them”.
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Demanding money is not only the cause of violenug iiis also well documented that, keeping valealdnd
ornaments also makes the local goons to perpetfi@tnce. According to a respondefiyhen | went to Venkatgiri, | was
walking along with my sister on the road, a locabg attacked me. | escaped by him two three tiradieeand | have
not given him money which all non-local sex workeupposed to give him. He was very angry with mmettat.

He slapped me and snatched my finger ring andditekis bike”.

Data shows that female sex workers are very muatedcabout the police as they are beaten by theem wey
are outside districts. To state one respontiefeel it is really hard. We never know what hapgeand we cannot expect.
We face problems from police, Goons, brokers angntd. Police will beat us if we do sex in any pukdlace.

They even beat us if they suspect that we are @deers and standing for clients. It happens mostitside this place.”

Violence by local sex workers has also reportethbyrespondents during their mobility for sex wdtks clearly
evident from the data that lack of collectivenesd aupport among female sex workers also leadsetwiblence against
them. According to a respondégither sex workers also attack us when we go ostdidtrict or state. They think that we
came for competition and we are spoiling their bess. | was beaten in Tiruttani bus stand by tlealleex workers when

they saw me talking business with client”.

Female sex workers have reported the violence wthiely face by their partner. They face violencethugir
partners. According to the respondents, mobilityig of the reason for violence by their partnethasr profession

getting disposed because their frequent movemesthter paces and ultimately its leading to violence

To quote a respondefily partner is suspicious about me. He drinks amane home daily. He beats me for no
reason saying | am a prostitute and have affaithwthers. Of course, | am a prostitute and doieg with others but not
for fun. | am doing only to survive not only myseifl also making him survive with my earnings. ldat® me if | don'’t
give him money whenever he demands for it. He eatehenever | go outside this place for sex wdekdoesn't bother
if work and come back home in the night but if lagyside and could not come home for one or twedag will start

shouting and beating me.”
Utilization of Services during migration

While observing service utilization by the mobitnfale sex workers in accordance with the violeheg faced
by various perpetrators, majority of them citednot informing immediately about the violence thexdd. It is also
observed less likely to have approaching any sergiovider related to violence when they face swiokence outside
districts or states. It is mostly because of thawareness of service availability in that partic@eeas where they go for
sex work, discrimination to be faced by the senpceviders and fear of identity of their professionnew areas were

widely reported reasons for poor approach or déschaf violence.

Data reveals that mobile female sex workers dapftreach local health centres or any supportivecssuwhen
they faced violence at outside their native plddey seek any treatment and disclose the violengewhen they return
to their native places. To state a doctor who wamkan NGO“they mostly come to seek treatment for their wasuwhen
they return from any outside visit with clienthdve seen few women who were rudely beaten inusparts of their
body. All of them went with clients for one weekeor days outside. They often complain that thewigfo one client but
his friends also come and force to have sex wigmthoo. Then there would be no scope for negotiatideel they face

such violence more in outside districts or states.”
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Data shows the helplessness and unawareness @fsisemanagement programs and sources which ailale
at other states and districts among the mobile ereex workers which is leading to more suscejitiybtb violence.
To state one respondefitcan’t do anything if | am beaten outside thispé as | don’t know anybody who can help me in
that situation. | will inform NGO worker if | facany such incidence here. Because | know these @edlplhelp me”.
To quote another respondéhiYe discuss about that within our friends and aaeseach other and we cannot do anything

else.”
DISCUSSIONS

Mobility among female sex workers, though is comnpdrenomenon, deserves proper attention and must be
focussed in the research among female sex worKeence among mobile female sex workers have loeemmented in
few studies in India, which reveal that, they oftend to experience more than the non mobile sekers. The study
findings also suggests on par with the earlieristudResults indicated that mobility was positivasociated with the
experience of violence in majority of cases. Fensabe workers who were at a higher risk level of iliigband alone at
outside places were more likely to experience desuphysical violence by different perpetratordilization of services,
especially when the female sex workers face vi@andhe places other than their regular placgxactice, are difficult
to access due to lack of knowledge. Despite theyoae of the core group population in HIV prevemgyograms in the
country, it is suggested that, the findings dem#rat, they also should be provided adequate infdbomaon social

protection.
CONCLUSIONS

Majority of the respondents opined, that mobilitpang female sex workers is predominant and it fisémced
socio economic conditions. Fear of disclosure efrtmvolvement makes the female sex workers valblerto be mobile
and further making them prone to experience diffisituations during their mobility. Poor knowledgeout the service
facilities, fear of identity disclosure and lack sipport in the destination places, emerged asebatior accessing the
service facilities. Health problems, violence bifetent perpetrators, availability of condoms dreittimmediate concerns
to be addressed during the destination places. esddrg violence and enhancing knowledge about Isao@ health

services should also be included in HIV prevenpoograms.
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APPENDICES

Table 1: Profile of the Respondents: in-Depth Inteview

Practiced
Native Marital Sex Work

(Rural/Urban) Status in other

Places

Occupation Duration
Age | Education Other Than of Sex
Sex Work Work

Pre survey

Respondent 1 24 2 -- 8yrs Rural Married Yes

Respondent 2 39 12 Small vendor 10yr

Urban Widowed Yes

'

Respondent 3 30 10 12yrs Urban Married Yes

Nurse/
beautician

Respondent 4 22

-- 5yrs Rural Married No

Respondent 5 21

-- 6months Rural Separated Yes

Respondent 7 30

Non-agricultural

labourer 6yrs Rural Separated No

Respondent 8 28

Service private 9yrg Urban Widowe Yes

Respondent 9 38

-- 17yrs Urban Divorced Yes

10
4
Respondent 6 36 6 -- 7yrs Rural Widowed Yes
0
5
7
2

Respondent 10 2§

-- 4yrs Rural Separgted No

Post survey Yes

Respondent 1 29 5 Small vendoy 5yrg Rural Widowed esY
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Table 1: Contd.,
Respondent 2 27| 0 -- 2yrs Rural Widowed Yes
Respondent 3 19 5 -- 2yrs Rural Nevg ' Yes
married
Respondent 4 20 9 -- 3yrs Rural Nevg ' Yes
married
Respondent 5 33 7 -- 13yrs Rural Marrigd Yes

Table 2: Profile of the Respondents: Key Stakeholds

Respondent 1| 65 0 Mediator 30yrs Yes
Respondent 2| 45 0 Mediator 15yrs Yes
Respondent 3| 37 13 Outreach worker 5yrs Yes
Respondent 4| 40 15 Project officer 3yrs Yes
Respondent5| 28 12 Outreach worker 7yrs Yes
Respondent 6| 30 MSW Counselor 2yrs Yes
Respondent 7| 50 MBBS Doctor 4yrs Yes
Respondent 8| 37 7 Pan shop keeper 10yrs Yes
Respondent 9| 48 3 Pan shop keeper 15yrs Yes
Respondent 10 55 5 Pan shop keeper 17yrg Yes

Table 3: Profile of the Respondents: FGD Participats

Respondent 1| 6 separ

Respondent 2| 25 8 -- Urban marrigd Yes

Respondent 3 26 5 -- Rural marrigd Yes

Respondent 4, 23 6 B'd.' Urban separated Yes
making

Respondent5 32 7 -- Rural separated Yes

Respondent 6| 27 5 -- Urban marrigd Yes

Respondent 7| 24 5 -- Rural marrigd Yes

Respondent 8 29 6 -- Urban separated Yes

Respondent 9 27 7 Packing Urban married Yes
labourer
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